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Broadened government in sight: secent developments bhave in-
sreased the possibiliiy that the shaky Venizelos Government !
will soon give way to 4 broad centrist coalition. W
Awbassador Grady's sirong stetement abcut the need for a
stable and effective popular governmsnt 4o carry out the U
#1id program has given new irpetus to those who khave been urg-
ing that Venizelos resign in favor of & coalition governament
nnder Nicholas Plasastiras. SHpurred on by increazsing uneasi.-
ness within its own ranks, the Liberal Party csucus has forced
VYenlzelos to enter into negotiations with the other center
parties, and Minister of D.fense Kanellopoulos, the only
non-Liberal in the government, has resigned to pave the way
for reconstitution of the Plastires-Venizelos-Papandreou
coalition tentatively formed immedilately after the electlons.
Although Venizelos still seems swayed by his own pride and

by the King's counsel egelinst Plastiras, arrangements mey

soon be worked out for the formation of a new coalition '
government under Plastiras or, possibly, some more neutral |
figure.

Formation of such a government would prove at least a
temporary setback to the King snd certain rightist circles,
who have been nurturing the Venlgzelos Cablnet as long as
possible in an effort to splinter the center parties irre-
parably and nake new elections ar absolute necessity within
a period of months. Although the King would probably mnot

25X6A 25X6A

25X6A US leaders in the

hope of eventually bringing into power & monarchist party
under Marshal Papagos.

TURIEY

Forecasts and forebodings: The electoral campaign has
started much as was expectoed, with leaders of both the
principal parcies exuding confidence 1n victory. The
principal government party editerial spokesman, Yele¢in,

is ostensibly incensed by the claim of Celel Bayar (leader
of the opposition Democrats) that the nation has already
decided that the Democrats should assume power. Yale¢in,
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who sscribes certain isolaten &cis of oppositlon hooligenism
divectly to Bayar's seli-confident assertions, seems t0 S8
Aavk inmplications in thase stetements and purports to beilevs
they offer renewed nint3 of pcssibie violence followving &
covernmental victory et the poiis. Apparently Yalg¢in, who
hes spent & jourmalistic lifetime writing endlessly (and
profitably) gbout assoréed nacvicnel menaces--ususlly real
{e.g., the Boviet shreat }, but not always--has not been
carefully resding the newspaper for which he writes. In

an adjacent columm, the Same government party dally carries
the names of voters in numeroud provinces who are allegedly
resigning Tfrom the Democratic Party and joiniug the pro-
government parade. The jimplication seems to he thai hardly
anyone will be left to vote for the Democrats anyway, and
that Bayar and his friends are meking much ado about nothing.,
Tt would appear that Yalgin, his colleagues who handle the
news columos, snd Celal Bayar himself are &ll indulging in

e little pre-election exaggeration.

PALESTINE

The Aprab Lieague resolution: ‘*he establishment of more normel
reletions between Isvael and the Arab world has again been
postponed by the Areb League’s recent unanimous decision to
expel any member staite vhich negotiates & separate political,
military, or economic agreement with Israel. It is particu.
larly significant that Jordan, which had until recently been
actively negotiating with israel and was expected by many

to conclude some form of agreement with Israel in April,
also voted for the resolution. in spite of encouragement
Trom both the UK and the US, King Abdullah is apparently
unwilling to flout Arab opinion atb this time, although he
has publicly stated that the Arab League attitude toward
Israel 1s unreasonable and may have hopes that conditions
will be more propitious for e resunption of negotiations
after Jordan’s 11 April electioms.
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“o not want peace end norual relabhions with Isrsel. They
sontinue O rear lzraell expansionial, both military and
seonomic, apd appareniliy bellieve that to isolate Israel

ia their besat defense.
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Yarious proposals ror anacding bihe Tuprkish Congtitution will
probably come up lor debaie eurly in the Life of Turkey o

next assembly (the Ninth)}. Amendments wiil probably be
aupgested: to oreate a Dicamerel leglslature (already sug-
gosted by President indnfl in his opening campalgn speech);

to define the presidential povers with respect to & blcamsral
legislature; to prohibit the Turkilsh President from heading
a political party; and %o re-aefine the role of economic
atatism in Turkey. This lest wight amend Article 2 to the
extent of doletlng the word abacipt (dewletel) in deference

to private enterprise, poth in Turkey, where private investors
have long been apprehensive o' rigid governmentel controls
snd competition, and in the ¥, in the hope of atbracting

US capital to assist in tne dovelopment of Turkey’s economy.
Tncidentally, one of the major probloms faced by the new
assenbly will be the need for {inancial suppori and foreign
exchange when the iCA boranzs comcs o an end.

Egypt ‘s Wafd Government is now being openly challenzed for
The first time since the Januaxy parliamontary elections.
The recent appearsance in ioe police ranks of a circularp
complaining of broiken vardist plesges polnts up & growing
dissatisfaction of police orficers with the Nahas Govern-
ment; while the problenm is not serious now, the 1947 police
gtrike furnishes an indication thet a seriously embarrassing
situation might develop if police dissatisfaction is per-
mitted to grow. The failure off the Waefd to 1ift the ban
againat the Moslem Brotherhood {which furnished some support
for the Wafd in the past election) has antagonized some of
rhe Ikhwen members, and Egypilan police were obliged to
arrest ten Moslem Brothers in & recent Calro disturbance
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sarkeod by shouts of “bowm witk iahos Pesba.” lMeanwhile, a

successiul governmental rald gxalast o Communlst group
neadguarters, thougn it mey thwert Compunist activity for
the tiwe being, serves Lo lndicate that still another source
of interpal difficulbty contiimes to exist.
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